HINTS ON HOW TO PREPARE YOUR UNIFORM OUT FOR YOUR FIRST PARADE.

BERET – (YOU WILL BE ISSUED THIS LATER)
The badge should be position over the left eye, with the back cloth neatly sewed on behind. (The lines should go horizontally)

Punch two small holes into the beret, push the eyelets on the badge through and fasten on the inside with the pin.

To mould the beret, soak everything but the leather band in water. Place on head and mould to the desired shape making sure that the beret is pulled down on the RIGHT hand side. Leave to dry naturally.

BRASSARD

Sew the Shoulder Flash as high up the Brassard (towards the tapered end) as possible without any part of the badge sticking over the side. Use a spare button, either one you have at home or one of the spares from the inside of your shirt and sew onto the right shoulder. It should be position where the arm meets the shoulder. Button the brassard to your shirt using the button hole. The brassard is worn in shirt sleeve order on parade and will come in useful when you earn your qualification badges.

JACKET & SHIRT

Both should be neatly pressed with a sharp crease down the outside of each sleeve. Please make sure that it is in the centre of the arm as you look at it side on.

TROUSERS

Trousers should be neatly pressed with a sharp crease down the front and back of each leg. Please make sure that it is in the centre of the leg as you look at it from the front and back.

BOOTS

The boots should have a layer of polish on them. Later you will be shown how to shine your boots for ceremonial parade. As a rule, no bare leather (grey colour) should be showing. The polish keeps the leather supple and waterproof.

BELT – (YOU WILL BE ISSUED THIS LATER)
Make sure that the hook part of the buckle is in your RIGHT hand when fastening it up. Pull the two sliders as close up the belt buckles as possible, this will prevent the belt falling apart. When fitting the belt for tightness make sure that you can just slip a finger in between you and the belt. If it is too lose it will not do what a belt is meant to do!

A FEW TIPS

Always wear your green t-shirt, a white one is NOT ACCEPTABLE.

If you are in SHIRT SLEEVE ORDER, you do not wear you combat jacket. Your belt should go through the loops in your trousers. Sleeves are only rolled up in the summer.
If you are in COMBAT JACKET ORDER, your belt should go over your combat jacket, unless you are wearing webbing in the field.

Always wear your beret when in uniform outside, and always look smart. Boot laces tied up and shirt tucked.

